OKI 2023-19%
RESOLUTION

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
OHIO-KENTUCKY-INDIANA REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

CONCERNING ADCPTION OF THE UPDATED STRATEGIC REGIONAL POLICY PLAN

WHEREAS, the Board of the Chio-Kentucky-Indiana (OK]) Regional Council of Governments has worked
since 1998 as a Land Use Commission to bring about better coordination between local land use planning and
regional transportation planning in keeping with federal requirements; and

WHEREAS, in serving as a Land Use Commission, OKI’s Board developed a Strategic Regional Policy Plan
{SRPP) for the region’s critical challenges and fundamental policy concerns and adopted the SRPP in April 2005 and
updated it in 2014; and

WHEREAS, OKI's Board recommended that its members use the SRPP, at their option, to guide the
planning and implementation of land use and transportation improvements for their respective governmental units,
anticipating that updates to the SRPP would be undertaken periodically; and

WHEREAS, components of the SRPP include Goals, Strategic Opportunity Areas, and Policy
Recommendations; and

WHEREAS, the OK!I Board and OK| staff have completed a systematic process to update the SRPP,
including deliberation on the components of the plan in various working sessions with regional experts and extensive
public involvement through major regional outreach campaigns entitled How Do We Grow From Here?; and

WHEREAS, OK| has seriously considered the many comments received from individuals and organizations
in updating this plan;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors of the Ohio-Kentucky-indiana Regional
Council of Governments adopts the updated Strategic Regional Policy Plan Goals, Strategic Opportunity Areas, and
Policy Recommendations and recommends that its members use it, at their option, to guide the planning and
implementation of land use and transportation improvements for their respective governmental units.
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GARY W. RE, PRESIDENT
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OKI STRATEGIC REGIONAL PoLIcY PLAN
Updated Goals, Strategic Opportunity Areas and Policy Recommendations

June 2023

TRANSPORTATION

Goal

Provide an effective, safe, multimodal, and financially sustainable transportation system for the region
that equitably meets needs, enhances connections to opportunities, controls user costs, reduces
impacts to the environment, and maximizes transportation options.

Opportunity Area

1.

IMPROVE ALTERNATIVES TO DRIVING

Policy Recommendations

1.A All communities should be designed and built to be safely walkable with pedestrian
connections between residential, commercial, civic, and recreational uses.

1.B A fully-connected regional system of paved trails bike lanes to provide the safe means of
travelling by bicycle throughout the region.

1.C Continue to improve the speed, reliability, and frequency of bus service throughout the
region.

1.D Use technology to improve the coordination of paratransit in the region.
1.E Provide better transit connectivity to CVG Airport and job centers.

1.F Provide improved transit centers and bus stops to increase the accessibility and comfort of
the system.

1.G Work towards a coordinated regional transit system that leverages technology to provide
cost-effective and user-friendly door-to-door transportation.

1.H Reduce barriers to using multiple modes to complete a trip. e.g., making it easier for cyclists
to ride a bus for a portion of their trip.

1.1 Improve intercity passenger rail connections.

1.) Corridors through areas with a mixture of uses should accommodate multiple modes of
travel - pedestrian, biking, cars, and busses.

Opportunity Area

2.

IMPROVE TRANSPORTATION SAFETY FOR ALL USERS

Policy Recommendations

2.A Leverage better roadway design, technology, enforcement, and vehicle safety systems to
reduce crashes, including pedestrian and bicycle involved crashes.



2.B Bike lanes should include a protective element - median, barriers, bollards, etc., as
determined by roadway users, traffic volume, speed and community context.

2.C Implement traffic calming in neighborhoods and pedestrian-dense areas.

2.D Continue to invest in paratransit services and coordinate throughout the region to provide
transportation access to the elderly and people with disabilities.

2.E Continue to monitor adoption of fully autonomous vehicles and modify local plans
accordingly to ensure pedestrian safety is prioritized.

Opportunity Area

3. COORDINATION WITH LAND USES

Policy Recommendations

3.A Local government comprehensive plans should be consistent, as appropriate, with the OKI
Elements of an Effective Local Comprehensive Plan and include specific transportation projects
determined as necessary. OKI will make information and technical assistance available to local
governments for this purpose.

3.B The OKI Metropolitan Transportation Plan and the transportation improvement program will
continue to reference and be consistent with the Strategic Regional Policy Plan, and the
transportation elements of local comprehensive plans will be consistent with the OKI
Metropolitan Transportation Plan and the Transportation Improvement Program. The OKI
Metropolitan Transportation Plan is an important tool to begin the coordination and input of
multi-jurisdictional coordination along regional transportation corridors.

3.C When updating their comprehensive plans, local governments should be aware of existing
and proposed transportation assets serving their community, and coordinate their plans to
enhance access to transportation, including coordination with regional transit agencies, as
appropriate.

3.D The OKI Metropolitan Transportation Plan prioritization process will continue to
acknowledge transit and micromobility needs identified for residential areas by local
comprehensive plans.

Opportunity Area

4. MAINTAIN THE SYSTEM

Policy Recommendations

4.A Invest in the maintenance of the region's transportation system to ensure safety and
preserve the ongoing utility and operation of the system.

4.B Plan for the adoption of emerging technologies to adapt to changes and better utilize
existing transportation assets (i.e., curb space management).

4.C OKI will continue to use a prioritization process as a tool for evaluating transportation
project costs, pursue additional transportation funding, and will ensure the prioritization
process includes current Land Use Commission recommendations.
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Opportunity Area

5.

ADVANCE THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY

Policy Recommendations

5.A OKI will continue to support projects through the prioritization process that apply
advancements in technology that enhances the transportation system's service to the region.
OKI will provide support to local jurisdictions, as requested, to inform them of new technologies
in transportation infrastructure and service.

5.B State and local jurisdictions should integrate roadway surface technologies that improve
safety and longevity of roadway facilities.

5.C State and local jurisdictions should integrate adaptive technology that improve efficiency at
signalized intersections.

5.D State and local jurisdictions should coordinate with each other to plan for connected and
autonomous vehicles.

5.E State and local jurisdictions should prepare for the use of eVTOLs (electric Vertical Take-Off
and Landing) for freight and passenger trips in cooperation with general aviation airports.

5.F State and local jurisdictions should incorporate smart lanes along corridors, where
appropriate.

5.G State and local jurisdictions should adopt transit signal priority, where appropriate.

Opportunity Area

6.

OPTIMIZE FREIGHT MOVEMENT

Policy Recommendations

6.A OKI will continue to maintain a regional freight plan and remain engaged with freight
movement stakeholders to advance the safe, reliable, efficient, and environmentally sustainable
movement of goods that support economic competitiveness.

Opportunity Area

7.

IMPROVE THE SUSTAINABILITY OF THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

Policy Recommendations

7.A Local jurisdictions should develop strategies to ensure there are public accessible EV
charging stations within their jurisdiction.

7.B Continue to support and encourage advancement in sustainable aviation fuel usage in the
region.

7.C OKI will continue to support and promote zero emission vehicle fleets.



PUBLIC FACILITIES

o

oal

Establish the OKI region as a national leader in public facilities and services — such as water, energy, and
internet utilities — by managing our resources and systems to provide adequate availability for all
planned development, and sufficient capacity maintained for all existing development and
redevelopment areas.

Opportunity Area

8. ADVANCE THE USE OF TECHNOLOGY

Policy Recommendations

8.A Encourage and promote partnerships among public service providers that advance shared
services, interconnected utilities, and intuitive combined customer accessibility to avoid
duplication of effort and maximize efficiency.

8.B Leverage and invest in technology infrastructure to generate more accurate and reliable
data to make better community development decisions.

8.C Align workforce needs and operational evolutions to embrace the most efficient technology
to best perform and provide utility services, including remote and automated operations.

8.D Support and encourage actions for all households to have hi-speed internet access.

8.E Local utility operators will identify and work with local communities and regulators to
eliminate redundant regulation to gain efficiency and reduce costs.

8.F Local governments should ensure that the costs of providing infrastructure for development
are accounted for and covered by available funds, fee structures, and financial benefits to the
community.

Opportunity Area

9. PLAN, IMPLEMENT, AND INVEST IN RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE

Policy Recommendations

9.A Local government comprehensive plans should be consistent, as appropriate, with the OKI
Elements of an Effective Local Comprehensive Plan with respect to the aspects addressed in
both. OKI will provide information and technical assistance to local governments for this
purpose.

9.B Protect, preserve, and re-establish natural floodplain areas sufficient to manage increasing
storm flows along the region's rivers and streams and encourage stormwater management
practices that emulate their pre-development flow.

9.C Protect and maintain the region's ample high quality drinking water resources.



9.D Encourage innovation and nature-based solutions for stormwater management design
techniques, integrate stormwater management efforts on a watershed basis, and employ re-use
of water for irrigation.

9.E Expand renewable energy production through promotion of distributed generation and
community solar projects.

9.F Local subdivision regulations and other development related regulations should be
consistent with the public facilities and services goals, objectives and policies of the local
comprehensive plan.

9.G Continue to address combined sewer overflows (CSOs) to protect water quality and
property

9.H Local governments should foster creative public/private financing mechanisms and
partnerships for public facility improvements.

9.1 Prioritize the redesign and/or replacement of aging infrastructure in advance of any reduced
service or system failures.

Opportunity Area

10. ADVANCE HEALTH & SAFETY MEASURES

Policy Recommendations

10.A Strive for eradication or significant reduction of PFAS from the environment and the
products we use on a day-to-day basis.

10.B Continuously monitor emerging contaminants to ensure safeguards are in place or planned
as needed.

NATURAL SYSTEMS
Goal

Protect, conserve, and improve the biodiversity and sustainability of the region’s natural systems.

Opportunity Area

11. SUSTAIN CLEAN SURFACE WATER RESOURCES

Policy Recommendations

11.A State and local jurisdictions should integrate nature-based solutions in the design and
implementation of all new transportation infrastructure investments.

11.B Local jurisdictions should protect water quality through land use decisions and
implementation of best management practices for stormwater runoff, with consideration of
downstream impacts.



11.C Reduce and repair damage from stream impairment regionwide.

11.D Implement and incentivize agricultural best management practices to reduce nutrient
runoff to our waterways.

11.E OKI will pursue funding sources for water quality management to ensure continued
regional planning as required by the federal government and to continue technical assistance to
local governments and others implementing projects improving surface water quality.

Opportunity Area

12. EMPLOY NATURAL SYSTEM CENTRIC LAND USE DEVELOPMENT PRACTICES

Policy Recommendations

12.A Local comprehensive plans and local land development regulations should integrate
natural systems protection and enhancement with all future land use recommendations and
requirements.

12.B Local jurisdictions should develop and adopt updated zoning and subdivision regulations
that support implementation of its local comprehensive plan goals, objectives and policies, such
as conservation design practices for new developments.

12.C OKI will identify and share models, data sources, GIS data and other analytical tools that
help to indicate the economic and environmental value of natural systems and provide technical
assistance to encourage their use.

12.D Integrate natural spaces, greenway connectivity, and canopy cover into neighborhoods to
mitigate increasing temperatures.

12.E OKI will continue to work with and support efforts by local, state and national partners to
update standards used for stormwater volume calculations as data trends change including
NOAA Atlas 14 and the US EPA Stormwater Calculator.

12.F Local governments should incorporate the identification of climate change risks and
vulnerabilities into the local comprehensive planning process.

Opportunity Area

13. FOSTER NATURAL ECOSYSTEM STEWARDSHIP COMMUNITY-WIDE

Policy Recommendations
13.A Promote local programs that engage residents, including youth, to champion natural

system enhancement in partnership with businesses and institutions through education and
workforce development.

13.B Local governments should consider information and feedback available through natural
systems analysis to establish comprehensive plan policies that protect natural systems such as
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wetlands, groundwater recharge areas, fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas, riparian
zones, flood plains, and steep slopes, as well as source water protection areas and other areas
they identify as environmentally sensitive.

13.C OKI and Local governments should encourage the use of construction materials that are
environmentally friendly and requiring the least amount of material to perform the necessary
function.

13.D Local governments should identify and plan to protect the people most at risk from climate
change impacts, such as urban heat islands, flash flooding, and landslides.

Opportunity Area

14. EQUITIBLY EXPAND ACCESSIBLE ECO-RECREATION AND TOURISM OPPORTUNITIES

Policy Recommendations

14.A Local governments should explore and analyze opportunities for eco-tourism in their
jurisdiction in cooperation with surrounding communities.

14.B Public access to rivers and streams should be prioritized by local governments for future
enhancements and for public park investments.

14.C Local governments should identify areas that may benefit from new and improved trails
and trail access.

Opportunity Area

15. ESTABLISH A SUSTAINABLE REGIONAL FOOD PRODUCTION NETWORK TO ENSURE HEALTHY
FOOD ACCESS AND TARGET ZERO FOOD WASTE

Policy Recommendations

15.A Encourage and implement more community-based food production and redistribution
facilities including community gardens and food rescue programs.

15.B Local governments should support solid waste districts in the region to provide or continue
to provide education/incentives to reduce food waste, and provide best practices on minimizing
commercial and household food waste including composting programs.

15.C Local governments should support solid waste districts efforts to work with restaurants,
food retailers, event venues and institutions (e.g., schools, hospitals, etc.) to reduce the amount
of food waste in the trash stream.

15.D Local governments should evaluate local food deserts and support efforts that minimize or
eliminate barriers to accessing nutritious food opportunities.



HOUSING

Goal

Offer an adequate quantity and diverse mix of housing choices — in terms of size, price, type, transit
accessibility and location — within communities throughout the region, and maintain and improve the
quality of the housing stock in every community in the region, whether newer developments or older
neighborhoods, owner-occupied or rental.

Opportunity Area

16. STABILIZE AND REVITALIZE HOUSING STOCK THROUGHOUT THE REGION

Policy Recommendations

16.A Within their up-to-date comprehensive plan, each local government should create a
housing strategy to identify needs and options specific to their community, taking their housing
stock, demographic and market trends into consideration.

16.B Local governments should use and enforce zoning, building, property maintenance, historic
preservation, health, fire and/or appropriate codes to protect public safety, the community’s
character, fiscal strength and property values.

16.C Local governments should review and revise design & development regulations to ensure
that regulations will support housing revitalization, re-development and re-investment in
existing housing stock.

16.D Local communities should encourage visitability and universal design standards in new
housing and when retrofitting housing within the community, where appropriate.

Opportunity Area

17. IMPROVE TRANSPORTATION ACCESS AND SERVICES FOR RESIDENTS

Policy Recommendations

17.A Local governments should encourage mixed-use, walkable and transit-friendly
development near centers of activity such as transit stops and neighborhood business centers.

17.B Local governments should identify residential neighborhoods that lack convenient access to
services and encourage the development of shopping and services to support these
neighborhoods through planning, zoning and private partnerships.

17.C Local governments’ comprehensive plans, zoning codes and development regulations
should accommodate mixed use development, where appropriate.

17.D Local governments should work with transit providers to identify areas where planned
higher density housing and employment would create a demand for additional or new transit
service.



Opportunity Area

18. IMPROVE HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

Policy Recommendations

18.A Local governments should use their comprehensive plans, zoning codes and development
regulations to encourage a range of housing types, densities, and price points appropriate to the
needs of residents and workers in the community.

18.B Local governments should assess the condition of their existing housing stock and the
current and future housing needs of residents and workers in consultation with major
employers.

18.C Local governments should work with the community, developers, public housing
authorities, nonprofit housing entities and private landlords to address the need for de-
centralized quality subsidized housing.

18.D Local comprehensive plans and zoning regulations should enable diverse and affordable
rental and homeownership opportunities (such as garage apartments, granny flats, co-housing,
mixed residential/office/commercial structures, and multifamily buildings, where appropriate)
including visitable housing opportunities.

18.E Local comprehensive plans, zoning codes and development regulations should reduce
unnecessary regulatory barriers to build affordable housing.

Opportunity Area

19. INVEST IN COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORHOOD QUALITY

Policy Recommendations

19.A Local comprehensive plans should encourage public and private actions that improve the
physical and environmental conditions of all neighborhoods.

19.B Local governments, law enforcement and school districts should work together with
residents to identify and resolve crime and safety issues that affect surrounding neighborhoods
in ways that are equitable.

Opportunity Area

20. INCREASE HOUSING AVAILABILITY THAT SUPPORTS EQUITY AND UPWARD MOBILITY

Policy Recommendations

20.A Local communities should support and encourage more housing options near job centers
that are affordable to their community's workforce and local talent.

20.B Local communities should support and encourage increased homeownership.

20.C Local communities should support and encourage housing options for seniors - maintaining
social cohesion.



20.D Communities should evaluate their zoning codes to eliminate any exclusionary zoning
practices and reduce barriers to new construction.

20.E Local communities should prepare housing strategies in consultation with organizations
with missions of fair housing, such as Housing Opportunities Made Equal, to ensure housing
availability is free from discrimination.

20.F Local communities should support and encourage increased housing near essential needs
and community amenities.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Goal

Improve cooperation and coordination on economic development efforts and opportunities equitably
throughout the region and provide incentives for such cooperation to make our region the location of
choice for a wide range of businesses and to build the regional tax base.

Opportunity Area

21. GROW, DEVELOP & RETAIN KEY WORKFORCE TALENT

Policy Recommendations

21.A Local governments should collaborate with local businesses, workforce policy boards, and
adult educators to influence curriculum based on local labor needs and ensure the development
of locally-driven training and placement programs that offer high-quality education to potential
employees and technical assistance to new and established businesses.

21.B Regional workforce boards and economic development agencies at all levels should
collaborate with educational institutions and local businesses to encourage a regional approach
to our workforce systems, enhanced collaborative outcomes, and training opportunities for local
entrepreneurs.

21.C Educational institutions at all levels should encourage and support mutually beneficial
school-to-work alliances with local employers to ensure that students are learning the technical
and non-technical skills needed by businesses and necessary to function in the work
environment before they enter the workforce full-time.

21.D Local comprehensive plans should support a living and working environment that is
attractive to highly skilled and educated adults so that they find sufficient reason to come to and
remain in the region and the regional workforce.

Opportunity Area

22. ELEVATE AWARENESS OF COMMUNITY ASSETS
Policy Recommendations
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22.A Promote tourism and recreation of our unique natural features, including our regional
waterways like the Ohio River, Great Miami River, Little Miami River, Mill Creek, and Licking
River.

22.B Local planning efforts should consider, enhance, and promote regional and local quality of
life assets as a tool for communities and the region to attract and retain economic growth.

22.C Local communities and regional economic development agencies should collaborate to
promote and enhance our regional quality of life assets.

Opportunity Area

23. PURSUE AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY THAT CARRIES OUR REGION FORWARD

Policy Recommendations

23.A Strive for better coordination among economic development organizations to leverage
resources, data intelligence, and reducing competition.

23.B Position the region as a global destination for investment by promoting bold visions and
leveraging existing assets including our abundant water resources with enormous domestic and
international freight potential via a major waterway and diverse and abundant educational
institutions.

23.C Local comprehensive plans should support coordinated economic development by
encouraging the location of new or expanded business in areas currently served by public
facilities and services and transit or in areas that are planned for infrastructure and service
expansion.

23.D Local comprehensive plans should support clusters of related industries and businesses
that export outside the region and have strong positive economic impacts, as identified through
research at the regional level.

23.E Promote the Integration of work/life balance solutions into local comprehensive planning
by recognizing resident and business work routines and complementary supporting amenities
including infrastructure needs, childcare needs, and common workspace requirements.

Opportunity Area

24. INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE SUPPORTIVE OF FUTURE ECONOMIC GROWTH NEEDS

Policy Recommendations

24.A Provide support to and partner with transit authorities to expand service to underserved
population and job centers across the region.

24.B Maintain and expand all infrastructure including utilities, roadways, bridges, sewer, water,
and fiber to serve planned economic development sites across the region.
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Opportunity Area

25. STREAMLINE BUSINESS FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

Policy Recommendations

25.A Explore and provide permitting incentives to strategically encourage economic
development in prioritized locations.

25.B Reduce regulatory and permitting requirements for areas targeted for redevelopment
consistent with local community comprehensive plans.

25.C OKI to provide best practices on entitlement review procedures in the development
process.

25.D Explore collaboration opportunities for simplifying local business taxation and establishing
enhanced tax incentives in multi-community or regional economic development models.

LAND USE

Goal

A pattern of land use that makes efficient use of land, preserves important natural features, works well
in conjunction with the region's transportation system, provides economic opportunity to the region's
residents and businesses, and enhances the region's quality of life.

Opportunity Area

26. QUALITY COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING

Policy Recommendations

26.A Local government comprehensive plans should be consistent, as appropriate, with the OKI
Elements of an Effective Local Comprehensive Plan, and OKI will provide information and
technical assistance to local governments for this purpose.

26.B Local government comprehensive plans should guide the adoption and amendment of local
zoning regulations.

26.C Local governments should assure that adopted comprehensive plans are current by
scheduling an update and public review at least once every five years.

26.D Local comprehensive plans should assess the anticipated changes in demographic
composition and evaluate the community needs resulting from those demographic changes.

26.E In order to provide a link between infrastructure investment and sound local land use
planning, OKI will continue to award points in the transportation infrastructure prioritization
process to projects that support up-to-date local comprehensive plans.
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Opportunity Area

27. PROMOTE EQUITY

Policy Recommendations

27.A Local communities should support parks and schools that are high-quality and accessible to
all neighborhoods.

27.B OKI will continue to develop model guidelines and provide technical assistance for
communities to support consideration of the impacts of the built environment and mobility
options for public health in local planning processes.

27.C Local governments should use various methods to engage community members and
organizations including those who do not traditionally participate in the planning and decision
making process.

Opportunity Area

28. PROMOTE FISCALLY SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

Policy Recommendations

28.A Local governments should encourage development practices that more effectively utilize
public infrastructure and considers the long-term cost of infrastructure maintenance.

28.B Local governments should consider the fiscal costs and benefits associated with new
development, and OKI will continue to maintain the Fiscal Impact Analysis Model and provide
technical assistance to local governments for its use.

28.C Local governments should consider the need for accommodating low revenue land uses
(such as parks and affordable housing) to ensure that the needs of all residents are being met.

28.D Land uses and land use planning should utilize (and where possible improve) existing
infrastructure instead of creating new infrastructure.

28.E Local governments should encourage adaptive reuse, historic preservation, and brownfield
redevelopment to make efficient use of land, infrastructure, and resources while preserving
community character.

28.F Local governments should prioritize infrastructure investments to serve existing and
planned centers of population and employment and to serve the redevelopment of brownfields
rather than developing greenfields.

28.G Take steps to stop the development of excess parking. Encourage parking structures that
can be converted to another use once that parking is no longer needed.

28.H Local planning controls will encourage high-quality, lasting development methods and
construction materials to endure multiple generations of users.
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Opportunity Area

29. PROMOTE GREEN AND HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT

Policy Recommendations

29.A Local planning controls should acknowledge productive farmland and agricultural activities
as valued land uses.

29.B Local planning controls should encourage new development to be integrated with the
natural landscape.

29.C Local planning efforts should evaluate park and recreation needs and encourage their
locations in proximity and appropriate scale for all residential areas.

29.D Local comprehensive planning should allow for appropriate density and concentration of
uses to create more open spaces.

29.E Communities should begin planning for the adaptive reuse of unused parking into other
uses, including greenspace that improves stormwater infiltration on the site.

29.F Local governments should incentivize the use of construction materials that are
environmentally friendly and require the least amount of material to perform the necessary
function.

29.G Local comprehensive plans should promote and prioritize the preservation of
environmental assets in development decisions and avoid post development mitigation.

29.H Local governments should evaluate their site lighting requirements and include dark sky
concepts for commercial development.

Opportunity Area

30. COHESIVE LAND USE THROUGHOUT REGION

Policy Recommendations

30.A Local governments should consolidate public facilities and services to achieve economies of
scale where feasible or establish equitable inter-local agreements to provide for more efficient
delivery of public facilities and services.

30.B OKI will provide technical assistance to the region’s local governments, agencies and land
use authorities in an effort to adequately maintain and enhance manmade and natural
infrastructure across local political boundaries.

30.C Local governments should work together to ensure that the timing and location of
proposed development and transportation projects in one community do not adversely affect
neighboring communities.
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